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scendants of the conquered Moors, who were, not without
reason, suspected to be wanting in attachment to the faith of
their Christian oppressors. James, therefore, who knew that
the independence of Central Germany was the best guarantee
for the permanent peace of Europe, consented to send a force
to the assistance of the Princes; but he prudently declared
that, as the French and Dutch were far more interested in the
question than he could possibly be, he considered that they
ought to be the first to move.

He was the more unwilling to engage precipitately in the
war, as the King of France seemed to be hanging back, under
Projects of pretence of waiting for the meeting of the Princes of
Henry iv. fae Union, which was appointed to take place in
January, at Hall in Swabia. It was supposed in England that
this delay was caused by his unwillingness to engage the arms
of France in the support of a Protestant cause.

The English Government was mistaken. Henry was
thoroughly in earnest. He had no doubt a personal object
which gave zest to his public designs. The old profligate had
made advances to the Princess of Conde, and had been deeply
irritated when the young beauty had fled to the Spanish
Netherlands, to save her honour. It was part of his quarrel
with the Archdukes that they refused to deliver her up, though
he protested loudly that he was only offended in his royal dig-
nity by the disobedience of a subject, and that it was a mere
calumny to say that he was in any way moved by the lady's
charms.l It was not, however, Henry's habit to aim at personal
satisfaction only. As far as we are able to judge of his inten-
tions, he had made up his mind, as soon as the war of Cleves
was at an end, to throw himself boldly upon the Archdukes'
dominions in the Low Countries. At the same time he hoped
to secure Lorraine by negotiating a marriage between the
Dauphin and the eldest daughter of the Duke, who had no sons
to inherit his possessions; and he calculated that there would
be little difficulty in driving the Spaniards from Franche Comtd
Still greater importance was attached by him to the campaign
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